73              SPECIAL CREATION DOES NOT            [in

by continuous transmutation from some lowly organ-
ism, it would be'flying in the face of the law of
continuity to suppose that on dying he leaves some
residuum living in an active or dormant state, unless
the same were true of his immediate ancestor, and the
same again of his ancestor, and so on till we get to
some lowly animal from whence he sprang countless
ages ago. But this is a supposition so contrary to all
appearance, so artificial, so apparently unreasonable,
that it would be almost universally rejected.

According to the hypothesis of man's special
creation, we are exempt from the difficulty of making
God the author of sin. We should naturally suppose,
a priori, that in creating a moral being, God would
have created him in a condition of moral uprightness.
His retention, however, of that state would depend
on the use he made of the free will with which he
was endowed. We can see no help for the contin-
gency of man's misusing his free will other than not
to trust him with it, but to make him a sort of con-
scious machine, as I mentioned in a former lecture,
which would be assigning him a lower position in
the scale of created beings. According to this
hypothesis then, the entrance of sin into the world is
accounted for without making God the author of sin.
The one difficulty which at the first blush seems to
beset this theory is that it does not appear to account
for the universal prevalence of sin. If each human